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the Parsis and the Christians gave the first offence. Althouth I
know the contrary, I am prepared to assume that they did. Are
not Hindus and Mussulmans still bound by virtue of their pledge,
of their numbers and of their religion not to retaliate but to be-
friend and protect them even if they have to go out of their way
to do it?
MAULANA BARI'S "FATVA"
Let Maulana Abdul Ban speak. I offer no apology for repro-
ducing the fatva he issued on learning the particulars about the
Bombay disturbances :
We do not at all desire to inflict any insult or bodily harm on the
Prince of Wales. We only wish to save him from being deceived by offi-
cial prestige and to show him the real feelings of India and its people.
The means we have adopted is to declare a hartal from which all violence
should be excluded. . . .
We consider the Bombay riots to be opposed not only to our poli-
tical creed but also to our shariat. . . if such disturbances are not pre-
vented in future, the minorities will no longer have faith in Indian
democracy. . . .
RIGHTS OF MINORITIES
Unless therefore we remove the last trace of ill will against
Parsis,   Christians   or Jews, we   shall fail in our purpose.   The
condition of such protection is not that minorities accept our poli-
tical or other opinion.   That would be no protection.   Protection
to be true has to be given in spite of the dissent, even opposition
of minorities.   Indeed we must jealously guard the rights of mino-
rities if we are to have perfect freedom of opinion in the country.
Even a child must be able to express its opinion freely.   The rule
of majority would be a barbarous imposition, if it were utilized to
crush the minority.   What we want in a free India is not a dead
level but a variety of opinion and conduct in which the sanest will
prevail by the weight not of might but of right.   We have been
groaning too long under the weight of authority.   And the weight
of majority can be as brutal as that of the bullets of a minority.
We must therefore be patient with our Parsi or Christian brother
if we will be free,   I see in the blind prejudice against the Parsis
and the Christians a menace to Hindu-Muslim unity itself.   If we
cannot tolerate Parsi or Christian difference, what guarantee is there
that Hindus, if they felt the superiority of their brute strength, would
not impose their will upon the Mussulman minority, or the Mus-
sulmans, if they believed themselves to be capable of wielding